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SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  : ]046  acres. 

Population  (census)  1891,  3,438  ; (census)  1901,  3,809. 

Estimated  Population,  1909,  4,000. 

Number  of  Occupied  Houses  : 1901,  871 ; 1909,  958. 

Rateable  Value,  £12,146  2s.  Od. 

Assessable  Value,  £10,048  9s.  6d. 

General  District  Rate,  3s.  4d. 

Poor  Rate  (on  Buildings),  4s.  (on  Agricultural  Land),  2s. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000,  30. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000,  13’5. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000,  15*5. 

Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births),  108-3. 
Water  Suijply  : — 

Source  of  Supply : Moorland  Water  from  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority’s  mains. 

Constant  Supply  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal : By  Council’s  own  carts  and 
Workmen. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 

For  1909. 


TO  THE  CHAIEMAN  AND  MEMBEES  OF  THE 
DEONFIELD  UEBAN  DISTEICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Eeport 
of  the  Health  of  the  Dronfield  Urban  District. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
of  District. — The  district  lies  to  the  South  of  Sheffield,  and  is 
immediately  surrounded  by  the  Chesterfield  Eural  District.  It  has 
an  area  of  1,046  acres,  no  part  being  covered  by  water,  and  is  hilly 
in  nature.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  iron  founding,  and 
edge-tool  making. 

The  Population  of  the  District  at  the  census  of  1901  was 
3,809,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  871.  The  estimated 
population  to  the  middle  of  1909  is  4,000,  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  958,  giving  an  average  of  4-17  per  house. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  were 
120,  of  which  two  were  illegitimate,  giving  a rate  of  30,  which  is 
slightly  under  the  decimial  average.  The  rate  for  the  previous  ten 
years  is  as  under  : — 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

26-4  27  34-8  31-7  29-6  36-3  26-2  34  28  36 

which  is  equal  to  an  average  of  31. 
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The  Declths  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  were 
o4,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  13'5,  There  were  also  eight  deaths 
of  Dronfield  residents  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  district,  viz  : 
six  at  the  Chesterfield  Union  Hospital,  one  at  the  Eoyal  Hospital, 
Sheffield,  and  one  at  the  County  Asylum,  Mickleover,  which  gives 
the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  62,  and  giving  a corrected 
death-rate  of  15-5. 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  is  as 
follows  : — 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

17T  17  18-8  192  162  19-4  15-5  12-6  13-8  17 

which  gives  an  average  of  16'6  per  1,000. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  the  death-rate  appears  to  be  so  high  is 
that  the  Parish  of  Dronfield  is  rich  in  doles,  and  so  attracts  the 
aged  and  indigent  poor  to  the  district  Twenty-four  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  this  year  were  people  well  over  70  years  of  age. 

BnTa.ntile  Dea.ths  (Deaths  under  one  year). — There  were 
13  deaths  of  Infants  including  one  illegitimate,  which  is  equal  to  an 
annual  rate  of  108-4  per  1,000  births  registered. 

The  rate  for  the  last  decinnial  period  being  : — 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

162  235  187  163  104  118  145  60  117  145 

which  is  equal  to  an  average  rate  of  140. 

House  Accommoda.tion. — The  population  wmrks  out 
at  4-17  per  house.  The  houses  are  in  a good  state  of  repair.  There 
has  only  been  one  new  house  built,  and  none  have  been  closed 
during  the  year. 

Seweragfe  and  Sewag^e  Disposal.— The  new^  60ft. 
percolating  filter  has  been  completed  at  the  Outfall  Works,  and  has 
been  in  full  use  for  the  past  seven  months,  and  is  giving  entire 
satisfaction. 

Excrement  Disposal. — There  are  958  houses  served 
with  the  following  conveniences,  viz  ; 806  privy-middens,  136  water- 
closets,  and  16  slop-closets. 
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Nineteen  privies  have  been  converted  to  water-closets,  and  one 
new  house  with  water-closet.  , 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  has  been  constant  throughout 
the  year,  and  is  supplied  from  the  Chesterfield  Eural  Sanitary 
Authority’s  mains. 

Lodgfingf  Houses. — There  is  only  one  in  the  district,  the 
Bye-laws  for  which  were  passed  in  May,  1877.  There  is  no  special 
mention  of  the  cubic  space  per  bed,  but  400  feet  per  person  is 
allowed,  and  there  are  separate  arrangements  for  the  sexes. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  ten  of  these  on 
the  register,  and  they  have  been  systematically  inspected,  and  found 
in  a sanitary  condition. 

Section  132  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act,  1891.— There  are  36  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the 
register,  viz.  : 15  Factories  and  81  Workshops,  the  whole  of  which 
have  been  inspected,  and  in  all  the  cases  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  satisfactory. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  and 
School  Building's. — Under  the  Education  (Administrative 
Provisions)  Act,  1907,  146  children  have  been  medically  examined, 
viz.  : those  who  are  five  years  of  age,  and  those  who  are  thirteen 
during  1908. 

The  parents  were  invited  to  be  present  during  the  examinations, 
and  the  mothers  of  the  infants,  and  girls,  either  attended  themselves, 
or  sent  a substitute.  As  regards  the  boys,  not  a single  parent  availed 
themselves  of  the  invitation.  All  the  children  were  healthy  and 
well-clothed.  Four  children  were  suffering  from  defective  vision, 
and  were  recommended  to  see  their  own  doctor.  In  two  cases  this 
was  done,  and  the  defect  remedied  by  glasses.  In  the  other  two 
(both  boys),  nothing  has  been  done,  and  their  excuse  is  or  was, 
they  were  leaving  school  and  they  wouldn’t  bother.  The  nurse  has 
also  attended  fortnightly,  and  has  systematically  examined  the 
whole  of  the  children’s  heads  for  vermin,  and  has  seen  that  the 
directions  on  the  cards  have  been  carried  out. 
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During  the  month  of  May  there  was  a serious  outbreak  of 
Measles,  and  as  it  was  spreading  ainongst  the  children  in  the  Infant 
department,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  that  department 
for  a period  of  three  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period,  as  50  per 
cent,  of  the  children  either  were  suffering  from  the  disease  or 
were  living  in  infected  houses,  it  was  decided  to  close  the  depart- 
ment for  a further  three  weeks. 

Nineteen  children  have  been  found  suffering  from  ringworm, 
and  have  been  excluded  from  school.  In  three  cases  there  has  been 
a negative  result  o»i  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  children 
have  been  re-admitted.  Seven  children  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  enlarged  tonsils,  and  adenoids,  and  were  in  each  case  given 
certificates  advising  their  parents  to  consult  their  own  medical  man. 

The  buildings  and  playgrounds  have  also  been  examined,  and 
found  in  a good  state  of  repair,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  class-rooms 
is  adequate.  With  regard  to  the  cloak-rooms,  there  is  insufficiency 
of  pegs,  several  children’s  clothes  being  put  on  the  same  peg,  and 
also  the  top  row  of  pegs  is  much  too  high  for  any  child  to  reach. 
There  is  no  facility  for  drying  the  children’s  clothes  in  wet  weather, 
and,  as  some  of  the  children  have  to  come  some  considerable 
distance,  I think  this  should  be  attended  to.  For  the  Boys’  and 
Infants’  departments  there  is  only  one  small  lavatory  basin 
respectively,  which  is  very  inadequate  for  the  number  of  scholars. 

In  the  Girls’  school  there  is  only  one  exit  for  all  the  class-rooms 
and  the  main  room  ; in  the  latter  is  a coke  stove  and  also  a gas 
cooker,  which  are  used  for  practical  cookery.  If  there  should  at  any 
time  be  an  alarm  of  fire,  there  would  be  sure  to  be  a panic  among 
the  children,  and  no  means  of  exit.  I think  there  should  be  a 
secondary  exit  from  one  of  the  class-rooms  either  into  the  street,  or 
the  playground.  The  Boys’  and  Infants’  department,  who  have  not 
any  cooking  stoves,  are  each  provided  with  a secondary  exit. 

Zymotic  Disea.ses. — There  has  only  been  one  death 
from  Zymotic  disease,  viz.  : Measles,  and  that  was  in  an  infant 
under  one  year.  I have  had  39  notifications  of  infectious  diseases, 
viz.  : Diptheria  11,  and  Scarlet  Fever  28. 
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Diphtheria,. — There  were  eleven  cases  notified.  They  were 
all  treated  at  home,  as  there  is  no  accommodation  for  this  disease 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  all  cases 
where  the  patients  are  not  in  a position  to  procure  it  themselves. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  28  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified.  Fifteen  of  these  occurred  in  the  early  months  of  the  year, 
and  were  the  continuation  of  the  epidemic  which  we  had  at  the  close  of 
1908.  The  other  cases  have  occurred  at  intervals,  and  the  infection 
was  clearly  traced  to  earlier  cases  in  the  same  street  or  district. 
Twenty- one  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
the  others  having  means  of  sufficient  isolation  were  treated  at  home. 
There  were  no  deaths.  All  the  houses  were  disinfected  by  formalin 
vapour. 

Diarrhoea.. — There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease,  both 
Infants’  under  one  year  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  equal  to  5 per 
1,000. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases.— 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Phthisis,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  rate 
of  1 per  1,000,  and  one  death  from  general  Tuberculosis  which  is 
equal  to  a rate  of  -25  per  1,000. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — There  were  eight  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Diseases,  viz  : Pneumonia  3,  Bronchitis  5,  which  is 
equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  2 per  1,000. 

Malig'nant  Disease. — There  were  two  deaths  from 
Cancer,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  -5  per  1,000. 

Bye-Laws  for  Slaughter  Houses,  Offensive  Trades,  and  the 
cleansing  of  Footpaths,  etc.,  approved  by  the  local  Government 
Board,  x\ugust  22nd,  1907,  and  Bye-laws  for  new  Streets  and 
Buildings,  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  February 
24th,  1909,  are  in  force  in  your  district. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 


February  5th,  1910. 


O.  H.  HUDSON. 


Table  1. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLF  DISTRICT  DURING 
1901  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  Distridt. 

Deaths  of  Non-residents  re- 

gistered in  Public  Institu- 
tions in  the  Distridt. 

Deaths  of  Residents  regis- 

tered in  Public  Institutions 
beyond  the  Distridt. 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  ages 

Delonging  to  the 
Distridt. 

Number. 

Rate.  ! 

1 

Under  i Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

i 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

regi.s- 

tered. 

N umber. 

1 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate, 

1899 

3750 

Ill 

26-4 

162 

64 

17-1 

1900 

3789 

102 

27 

235 

64 

16-9 

1 

65 

17 

1901 

3809 

133 

34-8 

25 

187 

66 

17-2 

6 

72 

18-8 

1902 

3847 

122 

31-7 

20 

163 

67 

17-4 

7 

74 

19.2 

1903 

3880 

115 

29-6 

12 

104 

59 

15-2 

4 

63 

16-2 

1904 

3910 

143 

36.3 

17 

118 

66 

16-8 

0 

76 

19.4 

1905 

3920 

103 

26-2 

15 

145 

59 

15 

2 

14 

61 

15-5 

1906 

3940 

133 

33-7 

8 

60 

50 

12-6 

3 

3 

50 

12-6 

1907 

3960 

111 

28 

13 

117 

55 

13-8 

3 

7 

59 

14-8 

1908 

3980 

144 

36 

21 

145 

62 

] 5-5 

3 

9 

68 

17 

Aver- 

ages  for 

years 

3878 

121 

31-9 

143 

60 

15-7 

! 

1899- 

1908. 

i 

1909 

4000 

120 

30 

13 

108-3 

, 

54 

13-5 

1 

1 

8 

62 

1 

15-5 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive,  of  area  covered  by  water),  1046. 

At  Census  of  1901  : — 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  3809. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  871. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse,  4-3. 

Institutions  outside  the  Distinct  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District — 

Chesterfield  Union  Infirmary, 

Sheffield  Royal  Hospital, 

County  Asylum,  Mickleover. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District?  No. 


Table  2. 
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DRONFIKLD  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1909. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

At  all  ages. 

! 

Under  i. 

|i  T oj  I 

il 

XT) 

O 

lO 

XO 

C4 

O 

■w 

xn 

M 

xA 

VO 

o 

•w 

xo 

CN 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

11 

1 

6 

4 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  

28 

3 

23 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  

Puerperal  Fever  

Totals 

39 

4 

29 

5 

1 

Total  cases  removed  to  Hospital,  21. 

Isolation  Hospital,  North-east  Derbyshire — Dronfield. 


Table  3.  

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR,  1909. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Measles 

Diphtheria  (inclnding  Membranous 

Croup) 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis 

Phthisis  (Pulmonaty  Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of  liver)  

Premature  Birth  

Heart  Diseases  

Accidents 

Suicides  

All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  whether  occurring  in  or 
beyond  the  Distridt. 


j All  Ages. 

Under  i year. 

I and  under  5. 

1 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

11 

S 

3 

1 

1 

26 

3 

11 

12 

62 

13 

3 

1 3 

27 

18 

12 


Table  4. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks.  1 

1 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

I Month.  1 

1-2  Months. 

j 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

(/)  , 
1 i 

0 

s . 

00 

9-10  Months. 

1 

Total  Deaths  under 

One  Year.  1 

All  Causes — Certified 

B 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Uncertified 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Common  Infectious 

Diseases — 

Measles  

1 

1 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases— 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

2 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth... 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

i 1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

! 

4 

1 

1 2 

7 

1 

1 2 

1 

; 1 

1 

' 13 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  4,000. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  118  : illegitimate,  2. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  12  ; illegitimate 
infants,  1. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  62. 


Table  5. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  &c. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

InspeGions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

HI 

1 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 

38 

3 

Nil 

Total 

60 

4 

2. — Defects  Found. — Nil. 

3.  — Home  Work  (Outworkers). — Nil. 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  fs.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Millinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Axeheads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shovels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wickerwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joinery  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  5 

Bootmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blacksmith  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  21 


5.— Other  Matters. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5) — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  1 


Table  6.  DRONFIELl)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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Area  of  District,  1,046  Acres.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  958.  New  Houses  erected  1909,  1. 

T.  H.  ATKINSON,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


